
Dear District of Columbia State Board of Education Members; 

 My name is Michael Walton, World Class Track and Field Sprinter and Founder 

and CEO of the Michael Walton Foundation.  In 2002 I founded the Michael Walton 

Foundation to Enlighten, Empower and Expose Youth leaders to positive and life altering 

opportunities and experiences.  Through our highly inspiration Speak Out to Reach Out 

tour we have been able to reach in excess of 130,000 thousand students within the 

Washington D.C. metropolitan area.  Through my various experiences interacting with 

students over the years, a few things became very evident very early on.  1) The students 

in Washington D.C. are amongst the best in the nation when it comes to talent, setting 

trends/being ahead of the curve, and possessing innate leadership qualities.  2) The 

students are hungry for true leaders, true inspiration and genuine support.  3) The team of 

individuals behind each student; teachers, community figures, and parents, must 

themselves have access to the proper tools and activities that will enable them to make 

the best, most informed decisions on behalf of their children.   

 One such organization that is truly in step with providing vehicles that allow 

parents to make informed and educated decisions regarding the best schools for their 

children is GreatSchools DC.  Their mission to excite, inform and enable parents is 

essential to creating a platform that will allow students to learn in an environment that is 

best suited for their individual needs.  I truly believe that putting a student in a situation 

that he or she is most comfortable in and excited about creates a sense of pride and self 

confidence within that child.  That feeling of pride and self confidence is what inspires 

them to ‘want’ to excel.   

 Over the past 8 months the Michael Walton Foundation has had the extreme 

pleasure of partnering with GreatSchools DC in effort to empower the two most essential 



components of the education team; the student and the parent.  While MWF inspires 

children to dream big, set goals, and establish plans GreatSchools DC equips each parent 

to be an exceptional support system that in turn puts children in the optimum position for 

success.  Through our tag team effort we have been able to affectively begin the process 

of bridging the gap between parent and student.  To date, GreatSchools DC is the most 

complete and effective parent based organization that I have come across in Washington 

DC.  Resources such as the DC School Chooser are vehicles that will change the 

dynamics of parent thinking by giving them factual data regarding key factors in the 

decision making process of placing their child in the best school to fit their social and 

academic needs.  With the proper support I believe a tool such as this can go a long way 

in putting Washington D.C. schools at the top of the class amongst the nation’s elite 

school districts.  In addition, I would offer that anything in which GreatSchools DC plays 

a part means that parents will get information they can understand, use comfortably, and 

trust.  

 In summation, I would like to thank you, the District of Columbia State Board of 

Education, for the tremendous work that you all do in putting our young people in the 

absolute best positions to succeed.  I would also like to thank you GreatSchools DC for 

helping MWF complete it’s mission and recommend to all to support the DC School 

Chooser as a premiere vehicle to affect change for our great city. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Michael Walton  

Founder 

Michael Walton Foundation 


